Victoria BC Temple Announcement – April 7, 2024
Below are the thoughts and reactions received from the Victoria Stake members to the announcement of a Temple in Victoria BC.

Marilyn Jane - My initial reaction to hearing President Nelson's announcement of a temple to be built in Victoria, British Columbia, was a woo-hoo! I might need to clarify I was watching the conference in the privacy of my home. My friend Dabney also shouted out with joy at the same time as myself. We also had with us a woman who is taking the missionary discussions. She looked at us with amazement and wondered why we were so overjoyed with excitement! Of course we had to explain; we had the opportunity to bear our testimonies of Christ and His House to be built here in Victoria. She then was also excited at the prospect of having a House of the Lord somewhere close by. 
The initial excitement hasn't worn off but has been subdued with gratitude and humility that my pleading prayers had been answered. I have lived on the Island for almost 40 years and each conference I have listened to and waited for the time when the Prophet would announce a temple to be built here on the Island. We need the added light of Christ here in Victoria. The temple will emulate the light of Christ as we attend often and serve Him in this great work of inviting others to come unto Christ; I know He lives, guides, and directs us daily; I love Him.
Sincerely with a heart full of gratitude. 

Jean Weber - When the temple was announced for Victoria, it was an answer to prayers of over 20 years for me. I had an experience that let me know there would be a temple on the island, but I did not know when so for over 20 years I have been praying for one. I am eternally grateful for the temple being built on the island where if our youth decide they want to go to the temple they can go more than once a year as a group. As a senior and the primary caregiver for my husband, who is bed bound, I am not able to go on temple trips very often. Once a year the family rallies around and my sister flies out from Edmonton, and we go to the temple. For some seniors the bus and travel to Vancouver is impossible. It will be easier for the seniors too. For families and everyone the temple will be a blessing. 
I stood on the grounds of the Vancouver temple before construction started and I could feel I was on sacred ground even without the temple completed. I know the island will be sacred ground as we have the opportunity to attend the temple. I will be able to go as the time away from home will not be as long as going to Vancouver. Now my prayers are that I be allowed to live long enough to care for my husband until he is called home and to be able to attend the temple once it is finished. If I am taken home before that happens, I will do my best to attend my temple in spirit.
April conference 2024 will be a conference never to be forgotten by me. As I wait, I continue to research my family and get names ready for the temple. I am so thankful for Stake President Anderson who saw the need for a temple and worked hard to obtain this celestial blessing for all of us. 
I am thankful God heard and answered the prayers of His saints on Vancouver Island. 

Sean Houlihan - Upon hearing our prophet announce the words Victoria British Columbia will receive a temple brought tears of joy sobbing for loved ones who will be touched by the spirit of the Latter Day Saints temple in their city , this announcement has solidified in me a greater urgency to share the gospel with everyone who the spirit dictates to me  and desire to know the truth of our loving Heavenly Father a living prophet and the Holy Spirit that testifies this truth to all those who desire to know .
Thank you president Nelson and our stake president Gary Anderson. 

Leticia Rosalia Hansen - My story regarding the Victoria Temple Announcement brings back memories of when I was in Hawaii in the summer of 1977 with my cousin and her children. We went to some places, and I am not sure where we were. I know, the Spirit of the Lord was with me and someone from the back said that I could not go back to Canada until I went and saw the big church which he was referring to as the Hawaii Temple. They will give me the chance to get there. And so, we went to see the Temple. I was asked if I was a member of the church, and I said no "not yet."  This experience of seeing the Temple for the first time made me so proud that I have seen a Temple not realizing that in two years I would get baptized as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints. The Lord guided me then and so He blessed me to become a church member of His Church.
I was so excited to go to the Seattle Temple for my first to receive me Endowment. Many sisters helped me to get there. I also enjoyed going to the Langley Temple, but my job prevented me from always going.
When I heard the announcement that we will have a Victoria Temple? after all these many years of waiting for this wonderful blessing. My first thought was, did my interest in searching by way of a question on Google "How can a Stake qualify to have a Temple?" Did this work? The Holy Ghost was prompting me. I'm very happy that we will have a Temple after all. I also have a strong testimony through my many blessings that the church is true, and I leave this experience with you in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Tina Orth - Totally felt it was going to be announced but just couldn't believe it would be!  I've felt so strongly that one would be built here that I offered our property!  Having a temple nearby is like having a door to heaven readily accessible! 

Andy Tarr - I was filled with excitement when President Nelson announced the new Temple. I was pleasantly surprised and felt incredibly blessed and humbled by the news. Even though I am not from the island, I understand the significance of having a Temple nearby and feel grateful for this blessing. 

David & Janet Bly - When President Nelson announced that a temple had been approved for Victoria, we were overjoyed and emotional, but not surprised. President Anderson has been asking us to pray for a temple for Vancouver Island, told us he knew we would get one, and that we should expect miracles. We were expecting that miracle.
So, we have been praying for a temple, but our desires were tempered by the knowledge that other areas in the world likely had a greater need, as we do have access to the Vancouver Temple, and we go there at least monthly.
But we are grateful that a temple will be built on the island, as it will enable us to do more temple work. Our typical monthly temple trip involves rising at 5:30 a.m. to meet the temple bus at the stake centre at 7:30 a.m. so we can be on the 9 a.m. ferry. Because of the temple bus, our cost is not as high as it would be if we drove in our own car. As seniors ride free during the week, our trip costs us $70, our share of fuel costs and the ferry fare for the bus itself. A temple trip for a family travelling in a private vehicle can cost $400 to $500.
The ferry crossing takes us about 90 minutes, with another 45 minutes’ travel to the temple. We arrive at the temple in time for the 11:45 session, after which we can do sealings and or initiatory work. Then we board the bus at 3:15 for the trip home. 
In the time it takes us to get to and from the temple, we could do at least two more endowment or sealing sessions. Also, we are planning to become temple workers. Currently, that would mean having to stay overnight in Vancouver, as well as incurring travel costs. For us, that is merely inconvenient; for many others, it is a hardship. 
We appreciate the Vancouver Temple. We know many people throughout the world sacrifice greatly just to get to the temple once, so we are humbled that the Lord has directed a temple be built on our island. Therefore, we know that it is incumbent on us to increase our temple worship, to find and take more names there so the ordinances of salvation can be performed on behalf of those on the other side of the veil. 

Christine Hitchmough - Overjoyed! I can hardly wait to walk through the doors of the house of the Lord in Victoria. 

John Borrows - Temples are places of peace and tranquility. The Victoria British Columbia Temple’s serenity and beauty will enhance Victoria’s rich and varied heritage of faith and worship. 

Cindy Daisley - As I heard our dear beloved prophet announce Victoria BC as part of the 15 temples, I was so excited. I have been a part of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints all my life, thanks to my mom who joined so many years ago. Wish she was here in person, but I know she is excited beyond the veil. As a youth I went to the Seattle temple and the Vancouver temple was ready for my 2 oldest daughters. Now the Victoria BC temple will be ready for my youngest when she turns 12! The Vancouver temple will always be close to my heart as I was sealed there for all time and eternity to my beloved husband and my 3 daughters, but I am so excited to have a temple closer to us on Vancouver Island!

Aileen Egginton - For years now I would sit and wait anxiously for the announcement of temples, hoping that Victoria would be announced.  I was getting frustrated.  Again, no temple for Victoria. I started to get a little angry and question why other places were getting temples and not us?  It seemed to always be areas where they already had temples. I started to pray and vent my frustrations to Heavenly Father and ask him why we were not getting a temple.  I also mentioned to Him that I wanted to see a temple here because we've paid our tithing and we've sacrificed over the years to go to the temples in Vancouver and Seattle.  
When the April conference was about to start, I thought, "they probably won't mention anything, maybe in October".  While listening to the announcements of temples, I was shocked to hear Victoria!  I listened to the announcement a few times because I wanted to make sure I was hearing it right!  I started to cry and immediately prayed and thanked Heavenly Father for not only listening to my prayers but the prayers of many.  I had so many texts from family members and friends from all over the country, they were so happy for us!
Heavenly Father knew what was in my heart and I'm so thankful for so many questions being answered.  The temple here will bring back many people, those who thought we were lost on Heavenly Father's radar.  I truly believe that the temple will bring back many to the fold. 

John & Jeanette Gardner - When sister Gardner and I heard that we were getting a temple on the island, we couldn't believe it at first. We all have been praying for a temple for quite some time now and our testimonies of the power of prayer have just been manifested in this announcement.  Going forward, we are committed to helping wherever we can. We are looking forward to working in the new temple. We are so excited, and we will keep praying for the temple's completion. 

Divina Sturmey - I was so happy and so excited when I heard that there will be a Temple in Victoria BC Canada. My heart cannot contain the joy I felt. It will be easier and more accessible to many of us who wants to serve the Lord by dedicating our time and be of service to our Temple. 

Cindie Houlihan - About 20 years ago, Elder Eyring was presiding over the Nanaimo British Columbia Ward Conference, and he announced that he could see the day when the island would get a temple. Ever since that day, I knew that we would.
The temple has been a place of pure joy, peace, learning, strengthening, and the ability to feel pure love. Over the past seven years I have had the joy of helping others get to the temple, that otherwise were able to get there once or twice a year. I am part of a nonprofit Society that was created to have a bus to take people over to the Temple regularly each month.
I have seen firsthand the blessings that have come to those who have committed to go every month to the temple which living on Vancouver Island is not an easy thing to do, especially for the senior people. We have to travel 8 hours to spend 4 hours in the temple, that is a 12-hour day total of being on the road and a ferry.
When president Nelson announced the Victoria, British Columbia Temple, tears of joy flooded down my cheeks as I thought what it would mean to the Saints on Vancouver Island. The senior people that are finding a 12-hour day too much to travel will be able to attend the temple again, others that want to be Temple workers but couldn’t afford the expense of accommodation will be able to serve in that capacity. I’m mostly excited for the youth who need to be strengthened from being at the temple to face today’s challenges. The changes in the community will be amazing as well.
I unfortunately have terminal cancer and will have to see the Victoria Temple from the other side of the Veil, but I am so excited for those that will be able to enjoy the blessings of having a Temple so close.
I loved President Nelson’s talk “Rejoice in the Gift of Priesthood Keys”, I identified with everything he spoke about. The temple truly is the biggest joy in my life. To have the opportunity to hear that talk followed by the announcement of the Victoria Temple, my heart was overfilled with joy.
With sincere, heartfelt, gratitude to the Lord. 

The Redekop Family - Our family had the opportunity to travel to Salt Lake City for General Conference this year. We hoped to secure tickets to allow us to go to the Sunday afternoon session to be able to hear the Prophet, President Nelson announce the new temples. As a family, this is a highlight of the conference for us and we have continually been praying for a temple here on Vancouver Island for several years. Each Sunday afternoon session for the past few years we have hoped that we would hear our area announced. Although it hadn't happened yet, we continued to pray that the Lord would bless us with the opportunity to serve in His House here, soon. This year's General Conference will always have a special place in our hearts because that hope came true. We remember as President Nelson said "Victoria, British Columbia" We gasped and shed some tears as we sat as a family in the conference center. It was the most amazing testimony that prayers are answered, and the Lord hears us. We are so thankful for the opportunity that we have to prepare for the House of the Lord to be built here on Vancouver Island. We know what an amazing opportunity it will be for all of us but especially for our children and youth. We know that as we serve as much as we can in the temples available and as we understand the importance of serving in the temple, we will be able to guide our children and youth to help strengthen them on the covenant path. We know how much time and work has gone into getting us this far and we are so thankful, hearing those words is still a new beginning and a hope we look forward to. We cannot wait for all that is to come and be able to serve more regularly in the Vancouver, British Columbia Temple. 

Jerrilyn Gillespie - We know that we can remember exactly where we were and what we were doing at key moments in our lives such as where we were when we first heard about the Kennedy assassination, the Spaceship Challenger blowing up, or September 11 happening. In recent years, we have become accustomed to having the General Conference weekend end with the announcement of new temples. Sunday, April 7, 2024, was no different. However, the conference of 2024 will likely be indelibly etched in our memories because of the announcement of a temple for Victoria, BC. As I listened to President Nelson’s closing remarks prior to the announcement of new temples, I was impressed with the importance of his message on temples, but while I was seriously thinking that it would still be a long time coming before the Island would receive this blessing that we so seriously desired, one thing that he said just prior to beginning his announcement of fifteen new temples tugged on my awareness that perhaps, just perhaps, this blessing could be merited, not by enough members but by a genuine gift and blessing from a loving Heavenly Father for a greater opportunity to have access to these covenant blessings. “That is why we are doing all within our power, under the direction of the Lord, to make the temple blessings more accessible to members of the Church.” When President Nelson began his announcement of the fifteen new temples, I had a piece of paper and a pen ready to record them as he announced them. However, the moment he announced a temple in Victoria, I did not hear or record another temple. Michael and I both just started crying. The moment Conference was over, I called my mother in Taber, Alberta and we cried together. While I was talking to her, I received excited text messages from Elder Gardner, Sister Flinders, and Elder Bischoff, former missionaries who had served in Victoria, as well as my good friend Karen Walsh in Alberta. However, it was the first thing that my mother said to me when we started sharing the good news that I remember the most. She said, “I think that this temple will bring your children back to the covenant path.” My mother’s comment surprised me and was not the first thought that I had had. I wondered how that would be. As I reflected on her words later, I remembered promises from the prophets about the blessings of having a temple in our midst. I remembered the miracle of the Freiburg Germany temple which resulted in the Berlin Wall coming down and the two Germanies being reunited four years later. I remembered the miracle of the Hong Kong temple being built before Hong Kong was returned to mainland China, resulting in a temple in China. I remembered what happened with Michael’s sister Deb following the announcement of the Vancouver temple. The next day, she called and expressed an interest in family history and asked Michael how she would go about doing it. Following the groundbreaking, she called telling him that she had about 40 names and wondering what to do with them. Following the dedication, she called again, telling him that she now had found about 400 names. President Nelson has told us to look for and expect miracles. Having the announcement of a temple in Victoria is the first miracle. I will look for and expect more miracles relating to this announcement going forward. I know that the Lord loves my children, and He has plans for them. He will not lose any of them. 

Pat Remley - Many years ago, when I was 16 or 17, I heard President Howard W Biddulph (First Stake President of Victoria, BC) prophesied that one day a Temple would be built here in this beautiful city.
 I was serving a mission in Charlotte, North Carolina Mission and on Mother’s Day May 9, 1983, in Asheville, NC a man came up to the two Elders and our threesome.  He told us he was on a special assignment from President Hinckley (Counselor in the First Presidency) to draw up a list of cities that would make great cities to have a temple. He shook our hands and asked where we were from; One Elder: Los Angeles, California - “You have a temple”. Second Elder -also California - “on the List”. One sister - Salt Lake City -” You have a Temple” and we all laughed. Second Sister - Boise, Idaho - probably will get a temple.  Then it was my turn, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada - He was quiet for a few minutes and looked at the other Missionaries and said, “Do you Know Sister Remley lives in one of the most beautiful places in the world?”  and then “Yes, one day there will be a Temple in Victoria, but first there will be one in Vancouver.”  
 Apr 7, 2024 - Today President Russell M Nelson in the last session of the General Conference announced 15 new Temples. I was happy to hear Edinburgh, Scotland and was happy for them. Then I heard him say Victoria, and a pause ( I was thinking how many Victoria’s are there) British Columbia. I let out three loud, “Yes, Yes, Yes” and my left arm went up and down. You would think I was conducting a song. Then, I jumped up - I was so Happy. - 
All the years of going to Seattle and Vancouver - All the prayers and fasting for a Temple - No more expensive ferries and long days to do a couple of things - Wow!  The promised day is here!  Then the tears flowed - Tears of Joy” I did not hear the rest of the Conference as I walked around my suite as more tears flowed.  I thought how much this will strengthen the members, the youth, and how many times I could go to the Temple. I think I cried for another hour - “Happy Tears”. 

Randy and Julie Keyes - My response to the announcement of a temple being built in Victoria BC was exhilarating.
Having grown up in eastern Canada in the 60’s and 70’s I heard stories about temples and went on a few
two-week long road trips to visit temples with my family. Seeing the grand temples in Alberta, Idaho and
Utah are lasting, happy memories of my childhood.
Moving to Victoria in 1987 meant that temple trips with my wife and young children were focused on
Seattle, which meant taking a 1 ½ hour ferry, sometimes waiting at the border for 2 hours, and then
staying overnight in a hotel. Then in 2010, the Vancouver, BC temple was built. It has been a great
blessing to have a temple only 5 hours away. Since 2010 I have felt that attending and serving in this
Vancouver temple, as a temple worker with my wife, would be my routine for the rest of my days.
As Local Church leaders encouraged us to focus on praying for a temple here in Victoria, I was
interested, but not hopeful, that such a thing could happen. I believed that in this land of abundance we
are not very burdened by having to travel to “the mainland” to attend the temple. Thus, my belief was
that many other places in the world would have temples announced before we would hear of one on
this island.
While writing down the list of temples that were announced by Pres. Nelson in April of this year, I
spontaneously tossed my notepad in the air when I heard the words “Victoria British Columbia”. Such a
thrill swept though my entire being, I was surprised and yet satisfied that this was a right thing.
Immediately my mind began to see how my life and routine would change. My wife and I hugged and
shouted, and realized how truly blessed we are.
We love the temple!

Richard Rush - Having served as a ordinance worker in the temple I know how much of an impact that had for me and my wife. With the costs and time related to travel to Vancouver it limits many others from this blessing. I am so grateful with a temple closer many others will find similar joy in serving in the house of the Lord.

Joyce Flowers - When the Coming New Temples were reported, I heard many people chattering happily in my house.  In an Uplifting Way!   I thought I had left my upstairs I-pad On, so I went up to turn it off.  It was NOT ON, so the many voices must have been the happy Spirits!

Kath Murray - Ted always attends conference at the stake center because he feels he can focus better when he listens and watches at the church than he can if he listens at home. I was late getting to the stake center and sat by the door into the chapel. I saw Ted up near the front with Soloman, a new member of the church. President Nelson spoke about the temple at the end of the Sunday afternoon session. I wrote in my notes on my cell phone, “I need to go to the temple more often”. I was inspired by his talk, and loved his mention of the Kirkland temple, the keys of the priesthood, the visitation of heavenly beings, and D&C 109 and 111.  I was grateful for the times when we have been in some of those phenomenal places and felt richly blessed. When President Nelson announced the Victoria temple, there were probably only about 20 people in the chapel. I think that many people responded as I did – threw my arms up in the air and yelled “Yes” or something likely as profound!  Ted darted out of his seat and came to the back of the church. I thought he was coming to see me, but I think he was going to call Gary Anderson (stake president). He saw me there, and threw his arms around me, and sobbed and sobbed and sobbed. It was one of life’s sweetest memories.
Regarding the calling out when the announcement was made. In retrospect I am sure that all of us knew that we are supposed to be reverent when the temples are announced, but I don’t think any of us had time to think between stimulus and response. We all just called out in surprise! Our cell phones started beeping with messages of congratulations from people who know us, know how excited we would be, and were thrilled for us all. We drove to Sooke and shared the joy with Jenny and family, calling the other kids on route.

Karen Aspinall - I was by myself at home. I was sitting in a chair in front of the computer monitor, listening very carefully to Pres. Nelson's final words to us in his talk at the end of the Sunday pm Conference. As he was announcing all the new Temples to be built, I heard the words "Victoria British Columbia Temple", I found myself on my knees, I have no recollection of doing this, but I had fallen to the floor and was crying and sobbing, and repeating the words "O God, thank you , O God, thank you" , over and over and over again and again. “I stayed there for a very, very long time. All through the rest of that day I continued to fall to my knees and to sob and say those words again and again. After some time, I posted a message on Facebook and shared in the joy with my friends and also on Worldwide Unified - over a thousand people commented from all over the world. Such gratitude and joy filled me. Later, I felt to repent of the times I had judged when I heard people shout out in Conference when they heard an announcement like that. I understood. had no time to stop my reaction. It was immediate and right from my heart.
Gary and Avril Anderson – When I was called as stake president, Avril and I both had a strong impression to write a letter to the First Presidency and ask if we could get a temple on the island. We sat down together and listed all the reasons why we needed a temple here and the difficulties and challenges the members from both Nanaimo and Victoria stakes face to go to the temple in Langley. We sent off the first draft and received counsel to go through our Area Authority for approval. Elder Wolsey immediately endorsed this letter. There were many church leaders who were key in helping along the way. The whole process from the first impression to the temple announcement took four years.
The first impression was so strong that we both knew without a shadow of doubt that we would get a temple on the island soon. It was just a matter of time. When President Nelson announced on 7th April of this year that we would in fact be getting a temple here, we both knew we had witnessed a huge miracle! We bowed our heads in humble prayer with thanks and many tears of gratitude for this monumental time in the history of the Victoria and Nanaimo stakes. We felt so much gratitude for all the early members and missionaries who have worked so hard in this part of the vineyard for so many years. God does answer prayers and in His timing.
We are excited to see the process of the building of the temple and the blessings this will bring to all of Vancouver Island.
Sharon Broadwood - President Russell M. Nelson was the last speaker of the April 2024 General Conference of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. His talk, titled “Rejoice in the Gift of
Priesthood Keys” was the crowning event. Two days, actual 10+ hours, of inspirational messages filled my mind and heart, closing out the cares of the world. I can only imagine how weary the leaders seated on the stand for every session must be by the time we come to the Last Speaker, our Prophet, Seer and Revelator. As President Nelson was concluding his instruction, he said, “The temple is the gateway to the greatest blessings God has in store for each of us, for the temple is the only place on earth where we may receive all the blessings promised to Abraham. That is why we are doing all within our power, under the direction of the Lord, to make the temple blessings more accessible to members of the Church. Thus, we are pleased to announce that we plan to build a new temple in each of the following 15 locations:” at which point, he began to announce each location for the 15 temples. I was dazed as he started listing off their place names: Uturoa, French Polynesia, Chihuahua, Mexico, Florianópolis, Brazil…
Wait! I wonder if we Are getting a temple in Victoria. I immediately remembered the thought that occurred to me at the beginning of Conference, and again at the beginning of the Sunday Morning Session. I better pay close attention. I noticed how reverent the congregation was at each announcement. It was tangible. It touched my heart. As I thought that, President Nelson announced Brisbane, Australia south area…I held my breath, listening…Victoria, British Columbia! My heart filled my chest with joy! Joy that bubbled up into my head, and I burst into tears! Tears of Joy. A soft, and quiet voice entered my head. “Your family will be blessed because of This Temple.” I felt incredibly loved. I quietly wept, awed and overcome by The Spirit as it was confirmed to me that Heavenly Father and the Lord are aware of my circumstances and those of my family, as well as the needs of my community and the people on Vancouver Island. Almost the moment that it was announced, I received a text from my son, Marc Hansen, who lives in Pleasant Grove, Utah, with the message: “Victoria, BC temple?!?!” I
wondered how he heard so quickly, his response was immediate (2:50 p.m., April 7, 2024)! I was dazed, and so very grateful! I was filled with hope. Hope for my family! Hope for all my loved ones, my friends and neighbours.

[bookmark: _Hlk169197726]Leo Bosse - A Temple in Victoria was the best news ever. Can't hardly wait for it to happen. 






